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FIAP. exact survey of the spot; - and when this was finished
^L_ upon a large sheet, he carried it to the Durbar, and
Lation. showing it to the Nizam, requested he would give the
English Government a grant of the ground. The prince,
after gravely examining the survey, said he was sorry he
could not comply with the request. When the Eesident
was retiring, not a little disconcerted at the refusal of a
favour which he deemed so trifling, Meer AUum (the
Minister) said to him with a smile, * Do not be annoyed.
You frightened the Nizam with the size of the plan you
showed him. Your fields were almost as large as any of
the maps of his kingdom he had yet seen- No wonder,'
said the Meer, laughing, ' he did not like to make such
a cession. Make a survey upon a reduced scale, and the
difficulty will vanish/ The Eesident could hardly be-
lieve this would be the case; but when, at his next
interview, he presented the same plan upon a small card,
the ready and cheerful assent of the prince satisfied him
that the Meer had been quite correct in his guess at the
cause of his former failure." * In due course the building
was proceeded with, and completed by Lieut. Samuel
Eussell, of the Madras Engineers,

crip-         Sir James Mackintosh,  while Eecorder of Bombay,

ding, \ visited his friend Captain Sydenham at Hyderabad, in

I December 1808, and notes in his Diary: " The Eesidency

is the most elegant house which I have yet seen in India.

In the front is a very noble portico, formed by Corinthian

.  pillars.    It is sixty feet in length, and nearly as lofty as

the house.    From this porch you go into a hall of the

same length, and formerly of the same height, but now

divided by Captain' Sydenham into  two stories.     The

* Kaye's Life of Sir John Malcolm, i.JOO.